Filigree
The Shinning Art

Filigree is an ancient goldsmith’s technique which con-
sists in twisting two gold or silver threads, usually very
thin, which are then applied to frames of various shapes,
filling them with delicate lace.

From the casting to the final piece goes a long way, pass-
ing the gold or silver rod through a process of drawing,
decreasing the thickness of the resulting wire by twisting
them between two wooden boards, followed by a process
of beating, baking and bleaching. Finally, the meticulous
and delicate task of filling the frames is usually carried
out by women, called “enchedeiras”, a traditional craft
characteristic of Gondomar.

Gondomar is known as the most important centre of
goldsmithery in the country, earning the municipality the
title of “Capital da Ourivesaria” in Portugal.

The filigree is the privileged field in Gondomar's jewellery,
in gold or silver, occupying a prominent place among the
creations of the local goldsmiths, also known as “Filigra-
neiros”. The production is handmade and it is conceivedin
small scale family workshops, through techniques passed
on from generation to generation.

The historical references go back to the Roman period
with the exploitation of gold mines located in the hills of
Pias and Banjas. The presence of this precious metal in
the region led to its transformation and the perfecting of
techniques and know-how accumulated over the follow-
ing centuries and has continued to the present day.
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/)ay 1

Oporto

Arrival at Francisco S& Carneiro airport with pri-
vate transfer to your accommodation, where your
driver will welcome you and give you the most
relevant information and schedule for the next
few days. Arrival at the chosen accommodation,
check-in and overnight stay.

/)ay 2

Oporto / Gondomar / Oporto

Breakfast and at a time agreed the day before,
departure to Casa Branca de Gramido where the
exhibition of the municipal filigree collection is lo-
cated and where you can enjoy the beautiful land-
scape over the Douro river.

After the visit we will visit a traditional Filigree
workshop where you can observe one of the most
famous artisans developing their art.

Stop for free lunch and then visit the city of Por-
to and allow yourself to travel through the streets
of the city that gave Portugal its name and whose
historic centre is vividly highlighted by UNESCO
as a World Heritage Site. Known for its harmoni-
ous beauty, its tradition and its hospitable charac-
ter, you will not remain indifferent to the Ancient,
Very Noble, Always Loyal and Invicta city of Opor-
to! And return to your accommodation.

/)ay 3

Oporto / Viana do Castelo / Oporto

Breakfast and departure to Viana do Castelo, one
of the most beautiful cities in the North of Portu-
gal, where you can find the most traditional jewel-
lery shops with wonderful pieces of Filigree, from
which we highlight “O Coragdo de Viana". Its par-
ticipation in the Portuguese Discoveries and, later,
in cod fishing, show its traditional connection to
the sea. Blessing its inhabitants from the highest
point of the city, the Basilica of Santa Luzia offers
a breathtaking view of the city, the Lima river val-
ley and the Atlantic Ocean.

Back in Porto, afternoon free to wander the
streets of the city and in the evening transfer, at
a previously arranged time, for dinner at a typical
restaurant with a Fado show.

Day 4

Oporto

Breakfast and departure to Francisco de Sa Car-
neiro Airport at an agreed time on the first day.
End of our services.
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